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(54) Optical fiber connector and optical communication module using the same 



(57) An optical fiber connector (20) includes a re- 
ceptacle casing (21 ), a cylinder (25) provided in the re- 
ceptacle casing, and a wire spring (35) disposed on the 
inner wall (27a,27b) of the cylinder. In the optical fiber 
connector, a fiber holding part (1 03) provided at an end 
of an optical fiber is inserted into the cylinder (25), the 



outer periphery of the fiber holding part is elastically 
pressed by the wire spring in the direction perpendicular 
to an optical axis of the optical fiber, the outer periphery 
of the fiber holding part is brought into abutment with the 
inner wall of the cylinder, and the end of the optical fiber 
is fitted to the receptacle casing. 



FIG. 1 




CL 
LU 



Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR) 



BNSDOCID: <EP. 



_1134601A2J_> 



1 



EP1 134 601 A2 



2 



Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1 . Field of the Invention 

[0001 ] The present invention relates to an optical fiber 
connector for optically connecting an optical fiber and 
an optical element or an optica! fiber, and to an optical 
communication module using the same. 

2. Description of the Related Art 

[0002] In general, optical communication modules 
have a combined constitution of optical elements, such 
as a laser diode and a lens, and an optical fiber connec- 
tor for connecting optical fibers, and laser beams emit- 
ted from the laser diode are focused by the lens so as 
to be optically coupled in the optical fibers. 
[0003] Optical fiber connectors in which the optical fib- 
ers are detachable to a body of the module are referred 
to as being of the receptacle type. 
[0004] The optical fiber connectors include an optical 
fiber connector of the type connecting optical fibers us- 
ing screws, and an optical fiber connector of the type 
connecting optical fibers using elastic fittings. 
[0005] As shown in Fig. 1 5, a conventional optical fib- 
er connector 150 includes a housing 151 made of stain- 
less steel. The housing 151 is composed of a plate-like 
base 151a having a small circular hole 151 formed in 
the center thereof, and a cylindrical outer peripheral part 
151b integrally formed on the base 151a. 
[0006] A resin clamper 153 reinforced by glass fiber 
is composed of a base part 153a, a pair of legs 153c 
integrally erected on the base part 153a, each having 
an elastic pawl 1 53b at an end thereof, and a cylindrical 
part 153d integrally formed erected on the base part 
1 53a at a position between the legs 1 53c. The base part 
1 53a is formed with a circular hole 1 53c having the same 
size as the circular hole 151c formed in the base 151a. 
The clamper 153 is accommodated in the housing 151 
in such a manner as to superpose the circular hole 151c 
of the housing 151 and the circular hole 153c of the 
clamper 153. 

[0007] A sleeve 155 is composed of a thin-wall long 
cylindrical part 155a, and a flange 155b integrally 
formed with a base end of the long cylindrical part 1 55a. 
A circular opening 155c is formed at an end of the long 
cylindrical part 155a, and the inner diameter thereof is 
accurately formed by cutting from the circular opening 
155c to a bottom part 155d of the inner wall of the long 
cylindrical part 155a. 

[0008] The bottom part 155d is formed with an aper- 
ture 155e opened through the lower surface of the 
fiange 155b to pass incident or emitted light there- 
through. A surface of the bottom part 155d is an abutting 
surface against which an end surface of an optical fiber 
(described later) abuts. 



[0009] The outer periphery of the long cylindrical part 
1 55a is placed in the cylindrical part 1 53d of the clamper 
1 53 and in the circular hole 1 51 c of the base 1 51 a : and 
the upper surface of the flange 155b abuts against the 

5 lower surface of the base 1 51 a. 

[0010] An optical member 1 60 is composed of an op- 
tical element 1 62, such as a semiconductor laser, a lens 
1 63, and the like. A holder 1 61 holding therein the optical 
member 160 is formed in a cylindrical shape, the lens 

10 1 63 is disposed in the center thereof , the optical element 
162 is disposed on one end thereof, and an aperture 
161a is formed in the other end for emitting light from 
the optical element 162 through the lens 163. 
[0011] The upper surface of the holder 161 havingthe 

15 aperture 161a formed therein is abutted against the low- 
er surface of the flange 155 and is fixed by welding. 
[0012] As shown in Fig. 14, a plug 101 comprises a 
plug body 101a, a cylindrical ferrule-holding member 
102 accommodated in the plug body 101a, and a ce- 

20 ramie ferrule 103 held in the ferrule-holding member 
102. 

[0013] The ferrule-holding member 1 02 has a groove- 
like elastic lock- receiving part 102a formed on an outer 
peripheral wall thereof, and a circular hole 1 02b formed 
25 in an end thereof for receiving the cylindrical part 153d 
of the clamper 153 and the sleeve 155 when the plug 
101 is fitted to the optical fiber connector 1 50. 
[001 4] The ferrule 1 03 contains an optical fiber 1 00 in 
advance, and an end surface thereof is polished togeth- 
30 er with an end surface of the optical fiber 1 00 so as to 
be formed in a predetermined shape, and it is mirror- 
finished. 

[0015] The ferrule 103 is elastically urged by a coil 
spring 1 04 in the plug body 1 01 a in a direction in which 
35 an end thereof protrudes outward (leftward in Fig. 14) 
so as to lock a part of the outer peripheral wall thereof 
to the inner wall of the ferrule-holding member 102 so 
that the end of the ferrule 103 is located in the sleeve 
155, and is slightly protruding from the end surface of 
40 the plug body 101a. 

[0016] A method for fitting the plug 101 to the thus 
constructed optical fiber 150 will now be described. 
[0017] First, as shown in Fig. 15 : the end of the plug 

101 is located to face the opening end of the housing 
45 151 of the optical fiber connector 150. 

[0018] When the end of the plug 101 is inserted into 
the opening end of the housing 1 51 , the pair of legs 1 53c 
of the clamper 153 abut against the end of the plug 101 
and expand, the plug body 101a moves into the housing 
50 151 , the outer periphery of the ferrule-holding member 

102 moves between the legs 153c, the ferrule 103 
moves into the long cylindrical part 155a of the sleeve 
155, an end surface of the ferrule 103 is elastically 
brought into contact with the bottom part (abutting sur- 

55 face) 155d of the sleeve 155, and the pair of elastic 
pawls 153b of the clamper 153 is snap-fitted into the 
elastic lock-receiving part 1 02a. 
[0019] As described above, the plug 101 is not easily 
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disconnected from the optical fiber connector 1 50 by re- 
moving operation of the plug 101 because the ferrule 
103 is attached in the cylinder of the sleeve 155, and 
the direction of deformation of the legs 153c is different 
from the direction of insertion of the plug 101 and the 
direction of deformation of the elastic pawls 153b. 
[0020] Another conventional optical fiber connector 
(not shown) has been known in which a ferrule is posi- 
tioned and held by a split sleeve having a screw slot 
formed by bending a metal plate in a cylindrical shape. 
A surface of the split sleeve on the opposite side of the 
screw slot is welded and fixed to the optical fiber con- 
nector, whereby the split sleeve is integrally assembled 
with the optical fiber connector. 

[0021] In the above-described conventional optical 
fiber connector 1 50, since the ferrule 1 03 of the plug 1 01 
is held in the cylinder of the sleeve 155 of the optical 
fiber 150 so as to be inserted therein and extracted 
Iherehom. a space is formed between the inner wall of 
the sleeve 1 55 and the outer periphery of the ferrule 1 03. 
For this reason, since the ferrule 1 03 moves in the space 
in the direction perpendicular to an optical axis, the 
space should be minimized in order to restrict variations 
in optical coupling due to the insertion and the extraction 
of the ferrule 103 : and a high accuracy is required for 
forming the inner diameter of the sleeve 1 55 by cutting. 
[0022] In another conventional optical fiber connector 
in which the ferrule is held by the split sleeve, a wide 
range of welding and fixing conditions for the split sleeve 
should be ensured in orderforthe split sleeve to be able 
to withstand the insertion and extraction of the ferrule. 
On the other hand, if the range of welding and fixing the 
split sleeve is broadened, a portion of the split sleeve 
serving as a spring for holding the ferrule is limited. 
Therefore, in a ferrule having a small outer diameter, the 
holding force varies, and the split sleeve becomes diffi- 
cult to open, so that the ferrule cannot be smoothly in- 
serted in and extracted from the sleeve. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0023] Accordingly, objects of the present invention 
are to provide an optical fiber connector in which the 
variations in optical coupling are restricted with a simple 
structure, and to provide an optical communication mod- 
ule using the same. 

[0024] It is another object to provide an optical fiber 
connector which can respond to a reduction in diameter 
of a ferrule and securely hold the ferrule, and an optical 
communication module using the same. 
[0025] In order to achieve at least one of the above- 
described objects, according to an aspect of the inven- 
tion, there is provided an optical fiber connector includ- 
ing a receptacle casing, a cylinder provided in the re- 
ceptacle casing, and an elastic member disposed on the 
inner wail of the cylinder, wherein a fiber holding part 
provided at an end of an optical fiber is inserted into the 
cylinder, the outer periphery of the fiber holding part is 



elastically pressed by the elastic member in the direction 
perpendicular to an optical axis of the optical fiber, the 
outer periphery of the fiber holding part is brought into 
abutment with the inner wall of the cylinder, and the end 

5 of the optical fiber is fitted to the receptacle casing. 
[0026] With the arrangements, even if a gap is formed 
between the inner wall of the cylinder and the fiber hold- 
ing part when the fiber holding part is inserted into the 
cylinder, the outer periphery of the fiber holding part is 

10 elastically pressed in the radial direction by the elastic 
member disposed in the cylinder and is brought into 
abutment with predetermined sections on the inner wall, 
so that the optical fiber in the fiber holding part can be 
securely fitted to the cylinder. Forthis reason, variations 

15 in optical coupling effected by the optical fiber in the op- 
tical fiber connector can be restricted with a simple 
structure, and a small-diameter ferrule can be securely 
fitted. 

[0027] Preferably the inner wall of the cylinder is 

20 formed with a recess for accommodating and position- 
ing the elastic member, and a part of the elastic member 
is protruded from the inner wall of the cylinder. With the 
arrangements, the elastic member disposed in the re- 
cess of the cylinder elastically presses the outer periph- 

25 ery of the fiber holding part in the radial direction due to 
the elastic urging force thereof, and brings the outer pe- 
riphery into abutment with the predetermined sections 
on the inner wall when the fiber holding part is inserted 
into the inner wall of the cylinder. Therefore, the elastic 

30 member can be securely locked in the cylinder. 

[0028] In addition, the fiber holding part, and the op- 
tical fiber contained in the fiber holding part are con- 
stantly pressed in the radial direction when the fiber 
holding part is repeatedly inserted into and pulled out 

35 from the cylinder. Therefore, variations in the holding 
force can be restricted. 

[0029] Preferably, a part of the elastic member locks 
in the recess of the cylinder, whereby rotation of the cyl- 
inder in the circumferential direction is prevented. With 

40 this arrangement, the elastic member can be easily fixed 
without loss of the elastic holding force. In addition, 
pressed sections of the fiber holding part and the optical 
fiber contained in the fiber holding part are always fixed 
when the fiber holding part is inserted in and pulled out 

45 from the cylinder, and the optical fiber connector can be 
assembled accurately with reference to the pressed sur- 
faces. 

[0030] Preferably the elastic member is formed of a 
spring wire rod, the spring wire rod is bent, and the 

50 spring wire rod is locked by an elastic urging force there- 
of in the recess of the cylinder. With the arrangements, 
the outer periphery of the fiber holding part inserted into 
the cylinder can be securely held with a simple structure. 
[0031] Preferably the spring wire rod is shaped like a 

55 ring, and both ends of the spring wire rod are elastically 
pressed against the recess of the cylinder. With the ar- 
rangements, since the spring wire rod is engaged with 
the recess of the cylinder by its own resilience, the wire 
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spring is not easily disengaged even if an unnecessary 
external force is applied thereto. 
[0032] Preferably, the cylinder includes an outer cyl- 
inder and an inner cylinder, a plurality of the inner cylin- 
ders are accommodated in the outer cylinder in the di- 
rection of the optical axis of the optical fiber at predeter- 
mined intervals, the intervals between the inner cylin- 
ders constitute the recess of the cylinder, and the inner 
walls of the inner cylinders constitute the inner wall of 
the cylinder. With the arrangements, the cylindercan be 
easily assembled by inserting two divided inner cylin- 
ders into the outer cylinder. 

[0033] According to another aspect of the present in- 
vention, there is provided an optical communication 
module, wherein an optical member for emitting or re- 
ceiving light is fixed to the outside of a receptacle casing 
of an optical fiber connector so that an optical axis of 
the optical fiber fitted to the receptacle casing coincides 
with an optical axis of the optical member. 
[0034] With the arrangements, the optical member 
and the optical fiber connector can be easily positioned 
and fixed, and a total connection loss of optical coupling 
can be substantially restricted. 

[0035] Further objects, features, and advantages of 
the present invention will be apparent from the following 
description of the preferred embodiments with reference 
to the attached drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0036] 



[0037] An optical fiber connector 20 according to a 
first embodiment of the present invention will now be de- 
scribed with reference to the attached drawings. 
[0038] The construction and function of a plug having 
a ferrule in which an end of an optical fiber is contained 
are the same as the above-described plug 1 01 , and the 
plug is indicated by the same reference numeral to omit 
the description thereof. 

[0039] As shown in Figs. 1 and 3, a receptacle casing 
21 of the optical fiber connector 20 is composed of a 
base 22 made of stainless steel that is shaped like a 
rectangular flat plate, a cylindrical outer peripheral part 
23 made of stainless steel that is mounted on the base 
22, and a resin clamper 24 reinforced by a cylindrical 
glass fiber that is disposed in the receptacle casing 21 . 
[0040] A circular hole 22a is formed in approximately 
the center of the base 22. The periphery of the circular 
hole 22a forms a protruded edge 22b slightly protruding 
outward. 

[0041] The clamper 24 is composed of a plate-like 
base part 24a, and a pair of legs 24c integrally formed 
erected on the base part 24a, each having an elastic 
pawl 24b at an end thereof. 

[0042] A circular hole 24d is formed in approximately 
the center of the base part 24a, and the size of the cir- 
cular hole 24d is the same as that of the circular hole 
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Fig. 1 is a sectional view showing an optical fiber 
connector according to a first embodiment of the 
present invention; 35 
Fig. 2 is a enlarged sectional view showing a prin- 
cipal part of the optical fiber connector according to 
the first embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged exploded view showing a prin- 
cipal part of the optical fiber connector according to *o 
the first embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged exploded view showing a prin- 
cipal part of the optical fiber connector according to 
the first embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 5A shows an outer cylinder of the optical fiber *s 
connector according to the first embodiment of the 
present invention; and Fig. 5B is a vertical sectional 
view of Fig. 5A; 

Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional view showing an inner 
cylinder of the optical fiber connector according to so 
the first embodiment of the present invention; 
Figs. 7A and 7B are illustrations each schematically 
showing the state of an inner wall surface of the in- 
ner cylinder in Fig. 6; 

Fig. 8A is a plan view showing an elastic member 55 
of the optical fiber connector according to the first 
embodiment of the present invention; and Figs. 8B 
and 8C are plan views, each showing a modification 



of the elastic member; 

Fig. 9 is a perspective view showing a modification 
of the inner cylinder of the optical fiber connector 
according to the first embodiment of the present in- 
vention; 

Fig. 1 0 is a sectional view showing the state where 
a plug of an optical fiber is fitted to the optical fiber 
connector according to the first embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 11 A is an enlarged sectional view showing the 
state near the elastic member when the plug is fitted 
to the optical fiber connector according to the first 
embodiment of the present invention; Figs. 11 Band 
1 1 C are enlarged sectional views each showing the 
state near an elastic member when a plug is fitted 
to an optical fiber connector having the elastic mem- 
ber accommodated therein; 

Fig. 1 2 is an enlarged sectional view showing a prin- 
cipal part of an optical fiber connector according to 
a second embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 1 3 is an enlarged sectional view showing a prin- 
cipal part of an optical fiber connector according to 
a third embodiment of the present invention; 
Fig. 14 is a sectional view showing a conventional 
plug for holding an end of an optical fiber; 
Fig. 15 is a sectional view showing a conventional 
optical fiber and the conventional plug of the optical 
fiber. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 
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22a of the base 22. The base part 24a of the clamper 
24 is disposed on the base 22 with the circular hole 24d 
of the base part 24a and the circu lar ho le 22a of the base 
22 superposed, and the outer peripheral edge of the 
base part 24a is fitted in the outer peripheral part 23 of 
the receptacle casing 21. 

[0043] As shown in Figs. 2, 5A, and 5B, a cylinder 25 
is composed of one outer cylinder 26 and two inner cyl- 
inders 27a and 27b. 

[0044] The outer cylinder 26 is made of stainless steel 
having an elastic urging force, and a slit 28 is formed in 
the outer periphery thereof along the central axis thereof 
so that the outer cylinder 26 is elastically deformed in 
the radial direction thereof. 

[0045] As shown in Figs. 2 and 6, the inner cylinders 
27a and 27b are formed of a sintered metal, such as 
stainless steel, which is hard and has a slightly thick- 
wall cylindrical shape. 

[0046] As shown in Fig. 7, the inner cylinders 27a and 
27b have a large number of micropores 30 formed in the 
surfaces thereof. The inner walls of the inner cylinders 
27a and 27b have smooth surfaces, a large number of 
micropores 30 is formed in the surfaces, and one end 
of the inner wall of each of the inner cylinders is formed 
more accurately. 

[0047] These micropores 30 are formed while the 
characteristics thereof, such as size, are controlled by 
burning time. The volume of the sintered metal used for 
the inner cylinders 27a and 27b and contained air are 
in a ratio of 70% and 30%. 

[0048] Each of the inner cylinders 27a and 27b may 
have a structure in which the micropores are formed in 
the surfaces thereof. The material of the inner cylinders 
27a and 27b is not limited to the sintered metal, such as 
stainless steel. A sintered ceramic, such as zirconia, 
may be used instead. 

[0049] The inner cylinders 27a and 27b are accom- 
modated in the outer cylinder 26, and are disposed in 
the axial direction at a predetermined interval, as shown 
in Fig. 1. A recessed space 32 is formed between the 
inner cylinders 27a and 27b in the inner wall of the outer 
cylinder 26. 

[0050] As shown in Fig. 8A, a wire spring 35 serving 
as an elastic member is formed of at least a one turn 
ring-shaped wire rod, and is composed of a ring part 35a 
having an inner diameter smaller than the circumfer- 
ence of the ferrule 103, and ends 35b protruding out- 
ward from the ring part 35a. 

[0051] The ends 35b are engaged with the recessed 
space 32 of the cylinder 25, and the ring part 35a is dis- 
posed in a radial space in the cylinder 25. 
[0052] As shown in Figs. 2 and 4, a stopper 36 is made 
of approximately columnar stainless steel, a flange 36b 
is formed on one end thereof, and a circular light-guiding 
hole 36c having a stepped shape in cross section is 
opened from the upper surface of the other end of the 
stopper 36 to the central axis of the flange 36b. The up- 
per surface 36a of the stopper 36 is accurately flattened, 



and an end of the ferrule 1 03 of the plug 1 01 elastically 
comes into contact with the upper surface 36b around 
the light-guiding hole 36c. 

[0053] A step-like peripheral part 36d having a slightly 
5 reduced diameter is formed on the outer periphery of 
the stopper 36 near the upper surface 36a, and one end 
of the inner wall of the outer cylinder 26 abuts against 
the peripheral part 36d. 

[0054] As shown in Fig. 2, an optical mechanism 40 
10 is composed of a holder 41 made of stainless steel 
whose one end is formed in a cylindrical shape with a 
bottom, and an optical element 42, such as a semicon- 
ductor laser, and a lens 43 held in the holder 41 for con- 
stituting an optical member 44. 
15 [0055] The lens 43 is disposed in the center of the 
holder 41 , and the optical element 42 is disposed at an 
opening end of the other end of the holder 41 . The bot- 
tom of the holder 41 is formed with an aperture 41a for 
emitting light from the optical element 42 through the 
20 lens 43. 

[0056] Therefore, the optical element 42 and the lens 
43 is positioned and fixed in the holder 41 so that the 
optical axes thereof coincide with each other. 
[0057] Furthermore, an end surface of the holder 41 

25 formed with the aperture 41 a is fixed to the flange 36b 
of the stopper 36 so that the optical axis of the optical 
member 44 coincides with the optical axis of the optical 
fiber 100 inserted into the optical fiber connector 20. 
[0058] A method for assembling the thus-constructed 

30 optical fiber connector 20 will now be described with ref- 
erence to Figs. 3 and 4. 

[0059] First, one outer cylinder 26 and two inner cyl- 
inders 27a and 27b are prepared to assemble the cylin- 
der 25, as shown in Fig. 4. 

35 [0060] The outer cylinder 26 is formed by working a 
stainless steel plate having a uniform thickness in the 
shape of a cylinder so as to form the predetermined slit 
28, whereby the outer cylinder 26 has an elastic urging 
force for returning to the original shape when an external 

40 force is applied thereto. • 

[0061] The inner cylinders 27a and 27b are burned by 
setting a temperature and time under predetermined 
conditions and are then cooled to room temperature, 
whereby a large number of micropores 30 is formed in 

45 the inner walls thereof. 

[0062] When the inner cylinder 27a is inserted into the 
outer cylinder 26 to a mounting position of the stopper 
36 described later, the outer cylinder 26 is slightly elas- 
tically deformed in the radial direction by the slit 28 so 

so as to expand, so that the inner cylinder 27a is smoothly 
inserted. 

[0063] Furthermore, the outer cylinder 26 and the in- 
ner cylinder 27a are attached and fixed by a spot-weld- 
ing with a YAG laser or the like. 
55 [0064] Then, the wire spring 35 is inserted into the cyl- 
inder 25 formed by the combined outer cylinder 26 and 
the inner cylinder 27a, and the ends 35b and a part of 
the ring part 35a are engaged with the cylinder 25. 
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[0065] Both ends 35b are cut into a wall of the re- 
cessed space 32 of the cylinder 25 so as to be like a 
wedge by the elastic urging force thereof, whereby the 
overall wire spring 35 is prevented from rotating in the 
cylinder 25 ; and the wire spring 35 is securely attached 
and fixed so that both ends 35b do not protrude inward 
from the inner wall of the inner cylinder 27a. The diam- 
eter of the ring part 35a of the wire spring 35 mounted 
as described above is formed to be slightly larger than 
the diameter of the ferrule 103. Before the insertion of 
the ferrule 103, the ring part 35a is located at a position 
inwardly deviated from the inner wall of the inner cylin- 
der 27a. When inserting the ferrule 103, the ring part 
35a can move in the axial direction (direction perpen- 
dicular to the optical axis). 

[0066] The inner cylinder 27b is fitted to the outer cyl- 
inder 26 from the direction of insertion of the wire spring 
35 and is similarly fixed by spot-welding with a YAG laser 
or the like, whereby the elastic deformation of the outer 
cylinder 26 after fitting the inner cylinder 27b thereto can 
be restricted. In this way. the inner cylinder27a, the wire 
spring 35. and the inner cylinder 27b are aligned in the 
inner wall of the outer cylinder 26 along the axial direc- 
tion, and the recessed space 32 accommodating therein 
the wire spring 35 is formed between the inner cylinder 
27a and the inner cylinder 27b. 

[0067] Even if the inner cylinders 27a and 27b differ 
somewhat in the diameter of the outer peripheral wall, 
they are disposed with reference to the axes thereof due 
to the elastic urging force of the outer cylinder 26. There- 
fore, the axial directions of the inner cylinders 27a and 
27b coincide with each other. 

[0068] As shown in Fig. 3, the receptacle casing 21 is 
assembled as follows. The clamper 24 is inserted into 
the outer peripheral part 23 from one opening end there- 
of, the outer peripheral edge of the base part 24a of the 
clamper 24 is fitted to the inner wall of the outer periph- 
eral part 23, and the base part 24a of the clamper 24 
and the outer peripheral part 23 are placed on the base 
22 in such a manner that the circular hole 24d of the 
clamper and the circular hole 22a of the base 22 are 
superposed, and then predetermined sections are spot- 
welded by a YAG laser or the like. 
[0069] To attach the cylinder 25 having the wire spring 
inserted therein and the stopper 36 to the receptacle 
casing 21 , the peripheral part 36d of the stopper 36 is 
inserted into the outer cylinder 26. 
[0070] When the peripheral part 36d is inserted into 
the inner wall of the outer cylinder 26 while being 
brought into sliding contact therewith, a fitting part 
formed on the end of the outer cylinder 26 is fitted to the 
peripheral part 36d. Then, predetermined sections are 
spot-welded, and the cylinder 25 and the stopper 36 are 
integrally attached and fixed. 

[0071] The combined cylinder 25 and the stopper 36 
are inserted into the circular hole 22a formed in the base 
22 of the receptacle casing 21 . The protruded edge 22b 
of the base 22 is abutted against the flange 36b of the 



stopper 36, and predetermined sections are fixed by 
spot-welding. In this way, the optical fiber connector 20 
is completed. 

[0072] Next, the optical mechanism 40, which is as- 
5 sembled in advance by accommodating the optical 
member 44 in the holder 40, is attached to the optical 
fiber connector 20 as follows. 

[0073] A bottom part of the holder 41 of the optical 
mechanism 40 is held on the flange 36b of the stopper 

10 36 of the optical fiber connector 20 by jigs (not shown) 
while being subjected to X-Y adjustment so that an op- 
tical axis of a laser beam emitted from the optical ele- 
ment 42 and an optical axis of the laser beam after pass- 
ing through the lens coincide with an optical axis of the 

15 optical fiber serving as an aligning jig attached to the 
cylinder 25, and predetermined sections are fixed by 
spot-welding. In this case, since the outer periphery of 
the optical fiber 1 00 is pressed against, from one direc- 
tion, to be affixed with respect to the inner walls of the 

20 inner cylinders 27a and 27b of the cylinder 25 due to the 
urging force of the wire spring 35, the optical axes are 
aligned using the affixing surfaces as reference planes. 
In this way, the optical communication module using the 
optical fiber connector 20 is completed. 

25 [0074] A method for fitting the plug 1 01 of the optical 
fiber 100 to the optical fiber connector 20 will now be 
described. 

[0075] First, an end of the plug 1 01 is located to face 
the opening end of the receptacle casing 21 of the op- 

30 tical fiber connector 20. 

[0076] When the end of the plug 1 01 is inserted into 
the opening end of the housing receptacle 'casing 21, 
the pair of legs 24c of the clamper 24 abut against the 
end of the plug 101 to expand, the plug body 101a 

35 moves in the receptacle casing 21 , the outer periphery 
of the ferrule-holding member 102 moves to the legs 
24c, and the ferrule 1 03 moves in the inner wall of the 
inner cylinders 27a and 27b, respectively, while slide- 
contacting the inner walls of the inner cylinders 27a and 

40 27b, an end surface of the ferrule 103 is elastically 
brought into contact with the upper surface 36a of the 
stopper 36 by the coil spring 1 04, and the pair of elastic 
pawls 24b of the clamper 24 are snap-fitted into the elas- 
tic lock- receiving part 102b. 

45 [0077] As shown in Fig. 11 A, by the insertion of the 
ferrule 1 03 of the plug 1 01 into the cylinder 25, the ring 
part 35a of the wire spring 35 moves in the radial direc- 
tion, presses the outer periphery of the ferrule 1 03 in the 
direction perpendicular to the optical axis of the optical 

50 fiber 1 00 by the elastic urging force thereof, and brings 
the outer periphery of the ferrule 1 03 into abutment with 
the predetermined sections (the reference planes) on 
the inner wall of the cylinder 25 (inner cylinders 27a and 
27b). 

55 [0078] Since the diameter of the inner wall of the cyl- 
inder 25 near the opening end of the inner cylinder 27a, 
and the inner diameter of the inner cylinder 27b near the 
ferrule-abutting surface 36a are accurately worked, the 
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outer periphery of the ferrule 103 abutting against the 
Inner wall of the cylinder 25 is accurately positioned in 
the radial direction. 

[0079] In this way, the optical fiber 1 00 is attached to 
the optical fiber connector 20 (see Fig. 10). Therefore, 
divergent light emitted from the optical element 42 is 
converted into focused light by the lens 43, and light 
emitted from the lens 43 is accurately applied to the end 
surface of the optical fiber 1 00 located in the ferrule 1 03 
of the plug 101. 

[0080] The wire spring 35 may have any shape as 
long as it is an elastic member for elastically pressing 
the ferrule 103 of the plug 101 in the radial direction. 
[0081] In addition, the elastic member may be a mold- 
ed article having a flexible part. Preferably, the molded 
article may be a wire spring or a leaf spring made of 
metal from the viewpoints of a service temperature and 
durability. 

[0082] For example, as shown in Fig. 8B, a wiring 
spring 55, which is a first modification of the elastic 
member, is formed of a wire rod bent in a V-shape, and 
has a bent part 55a and ends 55b. 
[0083] As shown in Fig. 11B, the bent part 55a and 
the ends 55b of the wire spring 55 engage with the re- 
cessed space 32 of the cylinder 25. 
[0084] Portions of the wire spring 55 between the 
ends 55b abut against the outer periphery of the ferrule 
103 of the inserted plug 101 so as to expand, and elas- 
tically bring the outer periphery of the ferrule 1 03 into 
contact with the inner walls of the inner cylinders 27a 
and 27b with the elastic urging force produced by the 
expansion. 

[0085] In addition, the wire spring 55 is locked within 
the recess 32 of the cylinder 25 due to its own elastic 
urging force to prevent the rotation thereof. 
[0086] In addition, as shown in Fig. 8C, a wire spring 
60, which is a second modification of the elastic mem- 
ber, is formed of a C-shaped wire rod having a cutout 
60b. 

[0087] As shown in Fig.- 9, an inner cylinder 62 corre- 
sponds to the wire spring 60, and has a protrusion 62a 
formed on the peripheral part of one end thereof, and 
the protrusion 62a is formed with a projection 62b slight- 
ly projecting outward in the radial direction of the inner 
cylinder 62. 

[0088] The wire spring 60 is disposed on the periph- 
eral end surface of the inner cylinder 62, the cutout 60b 
is located at the projection 62b of the protrusion 62a, 
and both ends of the wire spring 60 elastically sandwich 
the projection 62b. 

[0089] As shown in Fig. 11 C, the inner cylinder 62 is 
used instead of the inner cylinder 27b, and the plug 1 01 
is inserted into the optical fiber connector 20 having the 
wire spring 60 inserted in the inner cylinder 62. The di- 
ameter of the wire spring 60 is expanded by the outer 
periphery of the ferrule 103, and the cutout 60b of the 
wire spring 60 is also expanded. The wire spring 60 is 
deformed by the elastic urging force, whereby the wire 



spring 60 elastically presses the outer periphery of the 
ferrule 1 03 so as to bring the outer periphery of the fer- 
rule 103 into abutment with the inner wall of the inner 
cylinder 62, and the protrusion 62a. 
5 [0090] Since the wire spring 60 is attached to the pro- 
jection 62b of the inner cylinder 62, rotation thereof is 
prevented. 

[0091] If dust adheres to the inside of the cylinder 25 
when the plug 101 is inserted into the optical fiber con- 
10 nector 20, or if the dust enters into the cylinder 25 to- 
gether with the insertion of the plug 1 01 , the dust is col- 
lected in micropores 30 (see Fig. 7) formed in the sin- 
tered stainless steel constituting the inner wall of the cyl- 
inder 25. 

15 [0092] The inner wall of the inner cylinders 27a, 27b, 
and 62 of the cylinder 25 may be formed of at least po- 
rous sintered stainless steel. By forming a large number 
of micropores 30 in the inner cylinder 27 disposed on 
the insertion side of the plug 101, dust is collected in the 

20 micropores 30 on the initial stage of the insertion of the 
plug 101 . 

[0093] In addition, by forming the cylinder 25 of a po- 
rous member, air in a space between the cylinder 25 
and the ferrule 103 passes through the micropores 30 
25 when the plug 1 01 is inserted into the optical fiber con- 
nector 20, and air compression during the insertion is 
restricted, whereby the plug 101 is smoothly inserted in- 
to the optical fiber connector 20. 

[0094] The fine dust which enters is caught by the mi- 
30 cropores when inserting the ferrule 103 into the inner 
cylinders 27a and 27b of the cylinder 25, whereby the 
inner walls of the inner cylinders 27a and 27b and the 
surface of the ferrule 103 can be prevented from being 
scratched. 

35 [0095] As a result, even if the cylinder 25 and the fer- 
rule 103 are repeatedly inserted and extracted during 
the attachment and detachment of the plug 1 01 with and 
from the optical fiber connector 20, a stable optical cou- 
pling condition can be maintained. 

40 [0096] In addition, the use of a readily workable sin- 
tered metal provides an inexpensive optical fiber con- 
nector 20. 

[0097] An optical fiber connector 70 according to a 
second embodiment of the present invention will now 

45 be described with reference to Fig. 12. 

[0098] The optical fiber connector 70 differs from the 
above-described optical fiber connector 20 in the con- 
struction of the casing, but other component parts are 
the same as the above-described optical fiber con nector 

50 20. Therefore, the component parts are indicated by the 
same reference numerals, and detailed description 
thereof will be omitted. 

[0099] As shown in Fig. 12, a cylinder 75 is formed of 
one cylindrical porous sintered stainless steel, and a re- 
55 cess 72 is formed in approximately the center of the in- 
ner wall by a secondary cutting operation. 
[0100] One end of the inner wall of the cylinder 25 is 
cut out to form a stepped portion 75a so as to reduce 
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the thickness of the cylinder 75. An upper surface 36a 
and a peripheral part 36d of a stopper 36 are fitted to 
the stepped portion 75a. 

[0101] Ends 35b of the above-described wire spring 
35 are disposed in the recess 72 in the state of being 
elastically urged in a manner similar to the first embod- 
iment, and a ring part 35a protrudes to a space of the 
inner wall of the cylinder 75. 

[0102] When a ferrule 103 provided at an end of an 
optical fiber 1 00 is inserted into the cylinder 75 in order 
to fit a plug 101 to the thus-constructed optical fiber con- 
nector 70, the ferrule 1 03 moves in the cylinder 75 with 
the outer periphery thereof slide-contacting the ring part 
35a of the wire spring 35, the ring part 35a moves in the 
radial direction, and the end of the ferrule 103 is elasti- 
cally brought into contact with the upper surface 36a of 
the stopper 36 by the action of the coil spring 104. In 
addition, the outer periphery of the ferrule 1 03 is elasti- 
cally pressed by the elastic urging force of the wire 
spring in the direction perpendicular to the optical axis 
of the optical fiber 100, and the outer periphery of the 
ferrule 103 is brought into abutment with reference 
planes on the inner wall of the cylinder 75 to be securely 
held. 

[0103] Even if the above-described wire spring 55 
(see Fig. 8B) is used instead of the wire spring 35, the 
plug 101 can be fitted to the optical fiber connector 70. 
[0104] An optical fiber connector 80 according to a 
third embodiment of the present invention will now be 
described with reference to Fig. 13. 
[01 05] The optical fiber connector 80 differs from the 
above-described optical fiber connectors 20 and 70 in 
the construction of the casing, but other component 
parts are the same as the above-described optical fiber 
connectors 20 and 70. Therefore, the component parts 
are indicated by the same reference numerals, and de- 
tailed description thereof will be omitted. 
[0106] As shown in Fig. 13, a cylinder 85 is composed 
of an outer cylinder 86 and an inner cylinder 87. 
[0107] The outer cylinder 86 is made of a cylindrical 
stainless steel, and the thickness of the inner wall is in- 
creased from approximately the center thereof toward 
one end to form a thick-walled part 86b. A stepped por- 
tion 86a is formed by the thick-walled part 86b at one 
end of the outer cylinder 86. An upper surface 36a and 
a peripheral part 36d are fitted to the stepped portion 
86a. 

[0108] The inner cylinder 87 is made of a cylindrical 
porous sintered stainless steel. 

[0109] The inner cylinder 87 is disposed in the inner 
wall of the other end of the outer cylinder 86, and the 
inner diameter of the cylinder 85 is formed in the same 
size alongthe axial direction by the inner wall of the inner 
cylinder 87 and the thick-walled part 86b of the outer 
cylinder 86. A recessed space 92 is provided between 
the inner cylinder 87 and the outer cylinder 86. 
[0110] The above-described wire spring 35 is dis- 
posed in the cylinder 85, the ring part 35a of the wire 



spring 35 is disposed in a space of the cylinder 85 , and 
both ends 35b of the wire spring 35 are elastically urged 
and locked in the recessed space 92. 
[0111] A method for fitting the plug 101 to the thus- 
5 constructed optical fiber connector 80 is the same as 
the above first and second embodiments, and the wire 
spring 55 (see Fig. 8B) may be used instead of the wire 
spring 35. 

[0112] In addition, the wire spring 60 (see Fig. 8C) 
10 may be disposed in the recessed space 92 of the cylin- 
der 85 by forming an end of the thick-walled portion 86b 
of the outer cylinder 86 in the shape of the protrusion 
62a of the above inner cylinder 62. 
[0113] The optical fiber connector 20 according to the 
15 first embodiment offers the following advantages. 

(1 ) Even if a gap is formed between the inner walls 
of the inner cylinders 27a and 27b attached and 
fixed to the outer cylinder 26 and the ferrule 1 03 of 

20 the plug 1 01 when the ferrule 103 is inserted in the 
inner walls of the inner cylinders 27a and 27b, the 
wire spring 35 disposed in the recessed space 32 
elastically presses the outer periphery of the ferrule 
1 03 in the radial direction by the elastic urging force 

25 thereof, and brings the outer periphery into abut- 
ment with the predetermined sections on the inner 
walls of the inner cylinders 27a and 27b. Therefore, 
the plug 101 can be fitted to the optical fiber con- 
nector 20 so that the optical axis of the optical fiber 

30 1 00 in the ferrule 1 03 coincides with the optical axes 
of the optical element 42 and the lens 43, and even 
a small-diameter ferrule 103 can be securely held. 

(2) The fixed inner cylinders 27a and 27b have the 
reference planes for positioning the outer periphery 

35 of the ferrule and the function of accommodating the 
outer periphery of the ferrule, and the ferrule 1 03 is 
held while being sandwiched by the reference 
planes of the inner cylinders 27a and 27b and the 
elastic member. Therefore, the ferrule 103 and the 

40 optical fiber 100 contained in the ferrule 103 are 
constantly pressed in the radial direction, whereby 
variations in optical coupling effected by the optical 
fiber 100 in the optical fiber connector 20 can be 
restricted. 

45 (3) Since the inner cylinder is divided into two inner 
cylinders 27a and 27b, the length thereof in the axial 
direction is reduced to be shorter than the length of 
the conventional sleeve 155. Therefore, the inner 
walls of the inner cylinders 27a and 27b can be ac- 

50 curately worked without spending time, so that the 
cost can be reduced. 

(4) Since the slit 28 is formed in the outer cylinder 
26, the inner cylinders 27a and 27b can be easily 
inserted into the outer cylinder 26 due to elastic de- 
55 formation of the outer cylinder 26. When the ferrule 
103 is inserted in the cylinder 25, the deformation 
of the cylinder 25 in the radial direction due to the 
insertion and extraction of the ferrule 1 03 is prevent- 
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ed because the outer cylinder 26 and the inner cyl- 
inders 27a and 27b are fixed by spot-welding. 

(5) When the inner cylinders 27a and 27b are in- 
serted in the outer cylinder 26 which is elastically 
deformed, even if the inner cylinders 27a and 27b 
differ somewhat in the size of the outer peripheral 
wall, the inner cylinders 27a and 27b are disposed 
so that the axes thereof coincide with each other 
due to the inward elastic force of the outer cylinder 
26. Therefore, the cylinder 25 can be assembled 
easily and accurately. 

(6) Both ends 35b of the wire spring 35 are accom- 
modated in the recessed space 32 of the cylinder 
25, and the ring part 35a of the wire spring 35 is 
protruded to a space, whereby the ring part 35a 
moves in the radial direction when the ferrule 1 03 
is inserted, and the outer periphery of the ferrule 
103 can be elastically pressed without being 
scratched. 

(7) Both ends 35b of the wire spring 35 are locked 
in the recessed space 32 of the cylinder by the elas- 
tic urging force of the wire spring 35, whereby rota- 
tion of the wire spring 35 can be prevented from ro- 
tation in the circumference direction in the cylinder 
25. In addition, the need to weld and fix the wire 
spring 35 is eliminated, and a spring portion for pro- 
ducing a force for holding the ferrule 1 03 is not lim- 
ited: even a small-diameter ferrule 103 can be se- 
curely held. 

(8) The wire spring 55 is formed by bending a piece 
of a wire rod, and the outer periphery of the ferrule 
T03lnserted into the optical fiber connector 20 can 
be securely held with a simple structure. 

(9) In the cylinder 25 having the inner cylinder 62 
accommodated therein, the wire spring 60 engages 
with the projection 62b of the protrusion 62a of the 
inner cylinder 62, so that the cylinder 25 is not easily 
disengaged from the inner cylinder 62 even if an un- 
necessary external force is applied thereto. 

(10) All the wire springs 35, 55, and 60 are accom- 
modated in the cylinder 25, whereby the ferrule 1 03 
can be securely held by a small component without 
taking a space, and the size of the optical fiber con- 
nector can be reduced. 

(11) In the optica! communication module, by as- 
sembling the optical mechanism 40 in advance, the 
optical fiber connector 20 and the optical mecha- 
nism 40 can be easily fixed by welding with a YAG 
laser. 

[0114] In addition, a light-receiving element, such as 
a photodiode, can be incorporated instead of the optical 
element 42 of the optical mechanism 40 so as to form 
a light-receiving communication module. 
[0115] The optical fiber connector 70 according to the 
second embodiment offers the following advantages. 
Since the cylinder 75 is made of one sintered stainless 
steel spot welding with a YAG laser is not required for 



the cylinder 75, and only the wire spring 35 may be in- 
serted. Therefore, the number of assembly steps can 
be decreased. 

[0116] The optical fiber connector 80 according to the 
5 third embodiment offers the following advantages. 
[0117] Only the inner cylinder 87 may be formed of a 
porous sintered stainless steel, and dust can be collect- 
ed in the micropores 30 in the initial state of insertion of 
the ferrule 103, and the outer periphery of the ferrule 
10 103 is not scratched by dust. 

[0118] In addition, the wire spring 35 is sandwiched 
only by inserting the inner cylinder 87 into the outer cyl- 
inder 86 from one direction. Therefore, if the wire spring 
35 is inserted before inserting the inner cylinder 87, the 
is optical fiber connector 80 can be assembled more eas- 
ily. 

[0119] While the present invention has been de- 
scribed with reference to what are presently considered 
to be the preferred embodiments, it is to be understood 

20 that the invention is not limited to the disclosed embod- 
iments. On the contrary, the invention is intended to cov- 
er various modifications and equivalent arrangements 
included within the sprit and scope of the appended 
claims. The scope of the following claims is to be ac- 

25 corded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass 
all such modifications and equivalent structures and 
functions. 

30 Claims 

1. An optical fiber connector comprising a receptacle 
casing; a cylinder provided in the receptacle casing; 
and an elastic member disposed on the inner wall 

35 of the cylinder; 

wherein a fiber holding part provided at an end 
of an optical fiber is inserted into the cylinder, the 
outer periphery of the fiber holding part is elastically 
pressed by the elastic member in the direction per- 

40 pendicular to an optical axis of the optical fiber, the 
outer periphery of the fiber holding part is brought 
into abutment with the inner wall of the cylinder, and 
the end of the optical fiber is fitted to the receptacle 
casing. 

45 

2. An optical fiber connector according to Claim 1 , 
wherein the inner wall of the cylinder is formed with 
a recess for accommodating and positioning the 
elastic member, and a part of the elastic member is 

so protruded from the inner wall of the cylinder. 

3. An optical fiber connector according to Claim 2, 
wherein a part of the elastic member locks in the 
recess of the cylinder, whereby rotation of the cyl- 

55 inder in the circumferential direction is prevented. 

4. An optical fiber connector according to Claim 2 or 
3, wherein the elastic member is formed of a spring 
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wire rod, the spring wire rod is bent, and the spring 
wire rod is locked by an elastic urging force thereof 
in the recess of the cylinder. 

5. An optical fiber connector according to Claim 4, 5 
wherein the spring wire rod is shaped like a ring, 
and both ends of the spring wire rod are elastically 
pressed against the recess of the cylinder. 

6. An optical fiber connector according to any of 10 
Claims 2 to 5, wherein the cylinder comprises an 
outer cylinder and an inner cylinder, a plurality of 
the inner cylinders are accommodated in the outer 
cylinder in the direction of the optical axis of the op- 
tical fiber at predetermined intervals, the intervals 15 
between the inner cylinders constitute the recess of 

the cylinder, and the inner walls of the inner cylin- 
ders constitute the inner wall of the cylinder 

7. An optical communication module, wherein an op- 20 
tical member for emitting or receiving light is fixed 

to the outside of the receptacle casing of the optical 
fiber connector according to any of Claims 1 to 6 so 
that the optical axis of the optical fiber fitted to the 
receptacle casing coincides with the optical axis of 25 
the optical member. 
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FIG. 5A 




FIG. 5B 
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